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‘ to the XXXIV Eucharistic World
Congress at Budapest, Hungary,
end of May 1938.

The Catholic World, it is unnecessary
to state, celebrates every second year at
different centres of the globe a great Inter-
national Eucharistic Congress. With

every fresh meeting these congresses tend
to a larger and fuller expression. They can

without doubt be regarded as the most

impressive religious manifestations of
the present. The Blessed Eucharist, the
; : ‘ Mass and Holy Communion are mysteries

which fill the Catholic mind with deep joy

M and represent the peak of religious fervour.

In them the great Catholic family, embrac-

ing nearly 400 millions, feels itself compelled

. to give a corporate expression to its joy,

nations in Eucharistic Congresses, and the
ever louder echo they awake in all parts of
the World.

In accordance with a decision of the
standing Committee for International Eucha-
ristic Congresses approved of by the Holy
Father, the next Congress, the XXXIV
in the series, is to be held in Budapest
in 1938.

Budapest, the charming capital of Hun-
gary, with its fine royal Castle perched
high above the river, its picturesque hills

@
: its pride and thankfulness for this subli-
o [ “ N l‘i n E S s mest gift of God, and hence from decade

to decade the growing interest of Catholic
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and the green islands of the Danube, would appear even by
reason of its unique position a worthy setting for a great
Eucharistic meeting of the nations. Budapest is the only
capital of Europe which is intersected by a mighty river, crown-
ed on the one bank with the hills, while on the other it is
built far into the plain — a metropolis which in the last few
years has become the centre of European foreign tourist traffic
owing to the special charm it exercises over visitors.

Budapest at night

However, it was not so much for its natural beauty that the
Hungarian capital has been chosen as the venue for the next
Eucharistic Congress, as for the occurrence in 1938 of the gth
centenary of the death of Hungary’s Founder King, St.
Stephen. In that year Christian Hungary will render thanks to
God for the immense happiness of being called to the Catholic
faith and through its first holy King incorporated in the Kingdom
of Christ. Though this Jubilee of St. Stephen is to be celebrated
altogether apart from the International Eucharistic Congress,
yet the close of the latter will usher in the year of Jubilee, so
that those who take part in the Congress will, if they remain
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over for a day longer, be able to take
part in the solemn inauguration of the
Jubilee celebrations in honour of Hungary’s
national Saint.
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For more reasons than one a very
special significance attaches to the Con-
gress-in Budapest : firstly it will mark,
after a lapse of 14 years, the resumption of
Eucharistic Congresses on the European
Continent, the first since the Amsterdam one
in 1924. This circumstance alone should
guarantee a quite unusually large crowd of
visitors from all European countries whose
Catholic population will again have an
opportunity of attending in great numbers
a Eucharistic Congress without too great a
sacrifice of time and money.

That the Congress is to be held in
a comparatively small land of central
Europe is also not without a deeper signi-
ficance. The Congress authorities have
chosen St Augustine’s expression «The
Blessed Eucharist the bond of love» as
the motto for this Congress : we have evid-
ently in this choice the desire to stress the
power of the Eucharist in reconciling
the nations one with another. Every allu-
sion, however, to mere politics will of course
be completely banned from the Congress.

But what lends most importance and
actuality to the Congress is the state of
the world to-day, when faith and infi-
delity, divine sonship and hatred of
God, religious enthusiasm and militant
atheism are locked together in such
deadly strife in so many countries.

Russia, Spain, Mexico ! Profaned altars,
dynamited Churches, Sanctuaries in flames,
priests, nuns, faithful murdered or tortured

3












