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What are the Eucharistic World
Congresses?

The International Eucharistic Congresses are
religious manifestations through which the Catho-=
lic world expresses its Faith, its Gratitude and
its Love for the ineffable grace which Christ
granted His Church by the institution of the Most
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. He who has
truly comprehended the words of Our Saviour,
by which he first promised and then implemented
the Sacrament of the Eucharist, and who has felt
the immutable love of the Christians through the
ages for the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar,
cannot but have the clear certitude that Christ
has desired to perpetuate His presence on earth
by granting His priests the power to change bread
and wine into His Holy Body and His Most
Precious Blood, as He Himself did at the Last
Supper. «This is my Body. This is the Chalice
of my Blood» And again: «Amen, amen, [ say
unto ye, whosoever shall eat of this bread, shall
live for ever, and I shall resuscitate him at the
last day». «<For my Body is verily a food, and my
Blood 'is verily a drink.»

And that is why the Church sings, for cen=
turies now: «Tantum ergo Sacramentum venere=
mur cernui». That is why the Church does
everything possible, ever since its foundation,
to express its endless gratitude and homage for
this sublime miracle of the love of Christ for
humanity. In honour of this Holy Mystery the
Church raises giant cathedrals in the cities, and
humble chapels in the villages. The acts of the
Eucharist: Holy Mass and Communion, hours
of quiet meditation and impressive religious
services are all for the purpose of keeping awake
the love and the faith of the Catholic world in
Christ of the Eucharist.

Religion, however, has also other ways of
showing its Eucharistic enthusiasm and that is
by its peals of bells, and songs of jubilation,
hymns and clouds of incense, flowers and wreaths,
banners and processions, which carry through
the ages and the world the expression of the true
Eucharistic Faith.

These expressions of Christian piety and
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religious fervour for the Most Blessed Eucharist
can only surprise someone to whom the Eucharist
faith is quite unknown. For any true Christian
they appear quite natural, for he believes that in
the Wafer is that very same God who holds in
his Almighty hand the entire Universe, and for
whom a thousand years are as but a single day:
God incarnate, who was born for us at Bethelem
in the form of man, and who died for us on the
Cross at Golgotha; Our Saviour, who will judge
us on the Last Day and divide us into the sheep
and the goats; the Good Shepherd who is pained
to see His flock scatter and take the road of
eternal destruction, and who has therefore broken
for us the Bread of Life, and has willed to remain
mystically among us; who, for our redemption
renews every day His eternal sacrifice and offers
us His Body in food, so as to save us and ensure
our eternal salvation, so that we, touched by His
infinite goodness, should become and remain
the children of God.

Since some sixty years the Catholic world has
accepted the habit of giving expression to its
great gratitude for the sublime gift of the Fucha=
rist by holding periodical International Eucharis=
tic Congresses. A pious Frenchwoman, Marie
Tamisier, was the originator of these congresses,
which, at first, were only held in France, but
with the passage of -time and their ever greater
development, have been held in. many lands and
even various continents, and now serve as a
glorious expression of Catholic faith and soli=
darity. A Standing Committee always exercises
a certain control over these Congresses, so as
to insure their ever greater glory and reverence.
The Eucharistic World Congresses are now held
every two years, and always in a different land,
or even part of the world. Since the Chicago
Congress of 1026 these manifestations of piety
are continually taking on more and more im=
posing forms. After Chicago came Sidney,
Carthage, Dublin, Buenos Aires and Manilla,
each town representing a further stage in the
triumphal march of the Blessed Eucharist through
the Catholic world. Nowadays these Congresses
must be numbered among the most important
manifestations of the Catholic faith.
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According to the decision of the Standing
Committee for International Eucharistic Con=
gresses approved of by the Holy Father, it was
decided in November 1937 to hold the XXXIV
International Eucharistic Congress in Budapest,
Hungary in May 1038.

Budapest, capital of Hungary, is picturesquely
situated on both banks of the Danube, and is a
sight of wondrous beauty with its imposing
Royal Palace rising high above the Danube, its
green hills and spruce verdant isles, and for its
site alone would seem to be predestined for the
holding of such vast international manifestations
as the Eucharistic Congress, for Budapest is the
only city in the world traversed by a mighty
river, and whose houses, on one side rise in
spacious terraces up the slopes of the hills, and
on the other stretch away to the horizon along
the Great Plain of Central Hungary. But it was
not only due to its picturesque surroundings that
Budapest was awarded the honour of being the
site of the XXXIV International Eucharistic
Congress, but more particularly to the fact that
Hungary was to commemorate, in 1938, the
ninath centenary of the death of St. Stephen,
her first king. The Congress would give Christian
Hungary the occasion to express her gratitude to
the Almighty for having accepted her into the
bosom of the Christian faith more than nine
hundred years ago.

As was to be foreseen, however, the Budapest
Congress acquired, owing to the force of circums=
stances, quite an exceptional importance. To a
great extent this was due to the Budapest Congress
being the first one to be held on the continent of
Europe for 14 years, since the congress of 1924
held at Amsterdam.

This circumstance alone was likely to conduce
to an exceptionally large attendance, as it would
be the first time for fourteen years that the Catho=
lics of Europe would be able to attend an Inter=
national Eucharistic: Congress without too much
sacrifice of time or money.

The fact that the Congress was to be held in
a small country of long=sufferring Central Europe,
was also not without its significance. Though
naturally any and all questions of politics are
banned from the Congresses, yet the very fact
of the choice having fallen on Central Europe,
was to serve to remind the peoples of the world
of the conciliatory power of the Most Blessed
Sacrament. At that time nobody even dreamt
that in eighteen months the political situation
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would change so much for the worse that the
ghastly shadow of a new war would be lowering
over Europe. That armed troops would be stand=
ing on the borders of Hungary herself, and that
the devotions of the pious pilgrims would be
interrupted by rumours and reports of a gathering
conflict. But the contrast between the world
torn with hate and fear on one part, and the Holy
Eucharist, Spirit of Love on the other, was made
but more manifest to the whole world. There:
war, here: peace, there: hate, here: love, there:
the excitement of warfare, here: the word of
St. Augustus: «Eucharistia vinculum caritatis»

The Eucharist=Bond of Love.

The inner meaning of the
Congress.

But the greatest historical importance of the
Budapest Congress lay in the times during which
it was held. A time when good and evil, faith
and atheism, love and hate, holy enthusiasm and
brutal negation, were face to face in a fight to
the death, and had torn many countries asunder
in internecine strife. The Congress was going
to be held at a moment when the powers of Satan
were celebrating their victory afar. Russia, Spain,
Mexico were living examples of the destructive
forces of atheism. Everywhere desecrated altars,
pillaged churches, shrines that sacrilegious hands
had blown up! Thousands of priests, nuns and
monks martyrized, millions of the faithful mur=
dered and tortured to death! And, elsewhere,
religious persecutions of another character: the
inner conscience of man violated, his religious
sentiments held up to mockery, the youth of the
land misled by false propaganda, the very soul
of the people poisoned by most brutal means.
Verily we are faced with a concerted and world=
wide attack of the forces of evil which would like
to destroy for ever all faith, all Christian charity,
all religious culture.

And against these attacks an International
Eucharistic Congress in the very heart of Europe
had to oppose its veto and its protest. Though
in conformity with the very spirit and essence
of the FEucharist, the Congress is vowed to
devotion and religious enthusiasm yet, in face
of the irreligion and loud=voiced profanity of the
world, it had necessarily to become a world
manifestation: of universal expiation for the
outrages committed against the King of the
Eucharist, and also a universal protest against the
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impious designs of His enemies. Though it was
never openly affirmed, the union in Eucharistic
devotion of several hundred thousand people,
come from all the four corners of the world,
was an open defiance thrown to all those who deny
Christ, a powerful protest of all those who will
never allow that in the twentieth century an
unheard of religious persecution be allowed to
vent its fury on the faithful of the world. It was
to be expected that the millions of Catholics
who were to participate spiritually in the devotions
of the Congress would rise as one man againt
the profanation of all that is holy on earth, and
against the folly of destruction possessing the
sons of evil. The greater the fury with which these
sons of Belial attack our faith, the greater the
fierceness with which they endeavour to storm
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our altars, the greater grows the resistance of the
faithful, the greater the fervour, the greater the
fidelity with which they rise to defend their
profaned or threatened shrines. The more chur=
ches and altars are desecrated, the more taber=
nacles are profaned, the more priests are murdered
or imprisoned, the stronger rises the holy
flame of our enthusiasm to heaven, once we have
tasted on the steps of the altar the ineffable
sweetness of the Blessed Sacrament.

It was thus to be foreseen that the XXXIV
International Eucharistic Congress of Budapest
would not only be a religious manifestation
lasting a few days, but would necessarily take on
the character of a world religious manifestation
of the widest scope in which all the Catholic
nations, classes and individuals would participate.
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THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE CONGRESS

It is no light to task to prepare and arrange
a Congress of the scope and dimensions of the
International Eucharistic Congresses. The or=
ganizers were aware, from the very beginning,

S ol R ol a) oA L s P

Strengthening of the apolo=
getic base of the Eucharistic
faith. World Atonement.

To make the ideals of the Congress penetrate
deep into the souls of the people, it was decided
to consecrate a whole year to the spiritual pre=
parations for the Congress. So that the Congress
should give lasting spiritual results, and raise
a solid barrier to the encroachments of atheism
and impiety, the organizers of the Congress had
first of all to solve the question: how could the
Congress best be made to serve this end? How
could not only the fervent Catholics, and those
long converted be drawn within the saving radius
of the Tabernacle, but also those for whom
religion had become purely a formality, as well
as those who were foreign to it, or indifferent?
An International Eucharistic Congress, even if
only considered as a brilliant and passing mani=
festation of religious pomp, as a parade or review
of our religious organizations and institutions,
cannot but make a deep and lasting impression
on all the participants therein. It lies, however,
in the very nature of such Congresses, as Giovanni
Papini very rightly expressed it, to create certain
illusions: blinded by the splendour of the cere=
monies and overwhelmed by the vast number
of participants, one is apt to lose the right per=
spective of what has already been attained, and
of what is yet to be done. The Congress had thus
rather to be envisaged as an occasion to re=affirm
in the masses the faith in Christ and in the Church,
in the World Beyond and in the Eucharist; to
strengthen them against the spirit of contra=
diction and the sneers of the unbelievers; and
to force the indifferent and half=hearted to listen
and to meditate, by showing them the Treasures
of the Eucharist in all their glory. And this not
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of the magnitude of the task that awaited them,
and so it was decided to split up the preparations
into two main parts: a) the spiritual and b) the
technical preparations.
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only for a week, but for years to come, and not
only in the land of the Congress, but in the whole
of the civilized world. Only thus can an Inter=
national Eucharistic Congress become an event
worthy to figure in the history of the Church as
a really international occasion. Only thus can it
really become, by its spirit, a world movement
in time and space.

Imbued with this truth the Committee of
Spiritual Preparation decided to concentrate all
its efforts on the revival of the Eucharistic faith
among the broad masses of the population in the
whole world.

It is a lamentable sign of our times that many
so=called Christians try to reconcile in a queer
way faith and irreligion; they believe, yet at the
same time they are unbelievers: they profess
to be Christians, they may even go to Church,
they partake sometimes of the Holy Sacrament;
yet without really believing in the various dogmas
of Christianity, particulary those which rise to
the greatest heights of the sublime. The living
faith in Christ present in the guise of bread,
the perpetual renewal of the Sacrifice of the
Cross during Holy Mass, the real and super=
natural union with Him in Holy Communion, have
long ceased to be believed in by many Christians,
even though they deny being false Christians.

It was there that the work had to begin, and
it was through a long series of tracts, opuscules,
sermons in church and school, public lectures
and broadcasts that this work was most thoroughly
done. This apologetic substructure was not only
intended to reaffirm the dogmatic basis of the
Most Blessed Eucharist, but also to present it
as the great solution for all the troubles now af=
flicting the world, the only power capable of
lessening all spiritual, moral, social and even
international tension.
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The splendours of the Eucharistic faith had
to be presented to humanity in a way appropriate
to modern thought, and it had to be reminded
of the greatest miracle of love, which, in a world
torn by wars and internal strife, represents the
highest expression of human brotherhood.

The very motto of the Congress: «Eucharistia
vinculum caritatis» was to be offered to suffering
humanity as a programme and a promise. As
something that abolishes all differences and,
ignoring the barriers raised by race, language,
frontiers, political and economic interests, makes
of all men brothers in giving them all the same
father, GOD himself.

Once this apologetic base firmly laid one can
confidently expect that the ideas of atonement
and protest will light an all=devouring flame.

This spiritual preparation was not to be
limited to Hungary, it had to spread, as far as
possible, to all lands inhabited by Catholics.
The Congress was not only to be an international
one in the sense that representatives from all
the parts of the world were to meet at it; it had
also to be international in the sense that it would
lead to a regeneration of the world through the
Eucharist, as well as to a universal movement of
world atonement and protest.

With this in view the Preparatory Committee
firstof all addressed an appeal to all the ecclesiastical
authorities of the world to embrace the above
idea for the Budapest Congress.

Great was our joy when we heard that the
idea of world atonement and world protest was
rapidly gaining ground, and when from all the
quarters of the globe enthusiastic episcopal
approbations of the idea began arriving. In several
countries the whole of the episcopate decided
not ony to participate in the Congress itself, but
also in its spiritual preparations according to the
Budapest programme. As a result the different
points of our programme were translated into
nearly all the existing languages and disseminated
throughout the world in the form of tracts and
pamphlets, while countless popular lectures and
meetings served to spread our ideas among the
masses of the people. The archives of the Congress
contain a large collection of the results of this
spiritual propaganda in Hungary as well as abroad.

Up to the very last moment the Preparatory
Committee considered the continuation of this
spiritual preparation as the most important of its
tasks.

And never was this spiritual work subordina=

ted for even a moment to the exigencies of the
technical preparations and the organization of the
Congress. Even during the last few weeks and
months before the Congress numerous broadcasts
were made in various languages. Once the Presi=
dent of the Committee of Spiritual Preparation
made in one day six consecutive broadcasts in
various languages to explain the spiritual meaning
and basis of the Congress.

Organization by professions.

In so far as Hungary herself was concerned,
it was a happy and fruitful idea not to be satisfied
with only the professing Catholics, the members
of the various religious associations and parishes
attending the Congress and participating in its
apotheosis, the General Communion, but to
attract thereto all those Catholics of the Capital
and its environs who, though still believing, may
have neglected their religious duties for many
years. To achieve this the following method was
adopted, which proved efficacious and very
successful: all the various professions and pro=
fessional groups were organized separately, the
clerks of the various state and municipal offices,
the employees of the Post Office, of the railways,
of the banks, the teachers, the physicians, the
lawyers, the engineers, the officers etc., and not
less important, all the workmen of the various
factories of the city. It was felt that the religious
zeal of the organizers of these various groups
would push them to energetic emulation, so that
no group would remain behind the others.

The idea caught on, and work began. Every
group, every office, every ministry, every bank,
every factory was thus won to the cause of the
Congress, and in the time preceding it in each
of them a course of lectures during three evenings
prepared them for active participation in the
work of the Congress. This work laid a terrific
burden on the shoulders of the clergy, on those
150 speakers who had accepted the task of
carrying through these Triduums, for some of
them had to organize as many as 8 or 10 of them,
with, in some cases as many as 2, 3 or even 4
thousand participants. It was a particulary
difficult task, as these series of conferences were
brought to an end by a joint confession and Holy
Communion. But the brilliant result well justified
the efforts spent on the work, for thanks to it the
presence of the masses of the Budapest manhood
was assured at the ceremonies of the Congress.
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T he Congress Badges and Anthem.

The same purpose of making the whole of the
Catholic society of Hungary conscious of the
Congress was further achieved by the wearing
of the Congress badge.

This badge, the work of a young Hungarian
artist, was the symbolical representation of the
Congress: it depicted the Chalice and the Host
above the silhouette of the Budapest Chain
Bridge. The badge could be had in many different
qualities as well as in simple bronze or in enamel.
For the foreigners there was a special badge in
silver. Immediately on its appearance the badge
was worn by tens of thousands of Hungarians,
and by the beginning of the Congress, nearly
a million had been sold.

The sale of the badges was to cover the cost
of the erection of the Congress Altar, which

TECHNICAL PREPARATIONS

Only after having assured the preliminary
work for the spiritual success of the Congress
were the technical preparations taken in hand.
There was no time to lose for, owing to the pre=
ceding Congress, that of Manilla, having been
held very late, there were hardly eighteen months
at the disposal of the Preparatory Committee.
The Committee was also fully aware of the diffi=
cultives it would have to face in organizing so vast
a Congress in a country small and poor, where
often the technical equipment was lacking or
defective, and at a time when the thunderous
clouds of unrest were gathering on the political
horizon. After the magnificent manifestations of
Chicago, Dublin and Buenos Ayres it was hardly
possible to aim at achieving anything more bril=
liant, and all efforts were directed to at least
equalling them. Another great difficulty was
presented by the question of the language,
for Hungarian, the language of the country,
is not spoken beyond the frontiers of Greater
Hungary.

But there were three things that kept up our
hopes from the very beginning. Three things on
which we could count and of which we were
proud, for we knew that they were rarely met with
in other countries to the same degree as in Hun=
gary. These three things were: the great piety of
the Hungarian people, the extensive development
of the Hungarian Catholic Action, and the close
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amounted to a round hundred thousand pengé,
while the benches and stands cost more than the
double of that, and the loudspeakers nearly the
double again. But this time there could be no
haggling over the expense. The spirit of sacrifice
of the Catholics in this great cause was often
surprising, many times men, quite simply clad,
would come into the Congress offices and offer
quite large sums, perhaps their savings of a
lifetime, for the work of organizing the Congress.
The Hungarian State and the Municipality of
Budapest also contributed large sums to ensure
the success of the Congress.

Another method of propagating the Congress
was the Congress Anthem, which was originally
written in Hungarian and Latin and later trans=
lated into six languages and sent all over the world.
With its lilting melody it was exceedingly popular
wherever it was sung.

AND ORGANIZATION WORK

and cordial relations existing between the
Church, the State and all public institutions.

Thus in the Catholic Action the Congress
found a framework into which its organization
could be perfectly fitted, and which assured its
preparatory work being carried on without any
hitch. It was only necessary to extend the central
organization of the Catholic Action and to enlarge
its staff so as to have at hand an instrument ca=
pable of carrying on the work of organization
which was to extend over the whole world. Also
one could count on the sincere and devoted col=
laboration not only of all the Government and
Municipal Authorities, but also on the free and
wholehearted help of all the public and social
institutions and organizations of the land. As
events were to prove our hopes were fully justi=
fied.

The inner organization for the Congress pre=
parations were then set up. Under the presidence
of His Eminence Cardinal Justinian Seredi and
the Hungarian Episcopate, and the Patronage of
H. S. H. Mme N. de Horthy, wife of the Regent
of Hungary, a Presidential Committee was for=
med, of which the members were: Prelate Sigis=
mund Mihalovics, General Director of the Hun=
garian Catholic Action, H. E. Charles Huszar,
former Prime Minister of Hungary, and the Rev.
Father Adalbert Bangha S. ]. This Comittee was
the General Staff of the Congress and took upon



itself all the preparatoty work. During the last
months two new membres came to swell the
numbers of the Committee : Prelate Julius Czapik
and Advocate Stephen Zsembery. To assist the
Central Committee in its task, the following sub=
committees were formed :

1. Intellectual ;

Chairmen: Rev. Father A. Bangha S. J.
Prof. Father F. Kithar O.S.B.
2. Inland Propaganda ;
Chairman: H. E. C. Huszar, former
Prime Minister.
3. Foreign Propaganda ;
The Central Committee Itself.
Secretary: A. Berczik.
Reception :
Chairman: General O. von Schénner.
4. Ladies ;

Presidency: Countess A. Apponyi,
Countess ]. Hunyadi,
Countess R. Zichy.

5. Spiritual Preparation ;
Presidency: Rt. Rev. S. Breyer, Bishop
of Gyér,
Prelate |. Czapik.
Of Eastern Rites;
Chairman: Prelate S. Széantay=Széman.

6. Technical ;
Chairman: |]. Petrovacz M. P.

Sub=committee for lighting ;
Chairman: Counsellor B. Vigh.

Sub=committee for loudspeakers;
Chairman: |. Kauser.

PP NITEEN MONTHS OF

It would fill a thick volume were we to re=
count all the interesting and instructive episodes
which happened during the eighteen months
which were actually devoted to the preparations
for the Congress. The great plan began to crystal=
lize into its details when the best men for the
job were found and put at the head of the various
acivities of the Congress. When all the various
sub=comittees set to work the gigantic contours
of the task ahead slowly began to take shape. The

7. Communications, Accomodation and Vic=
tualling ;

Presidency: General A. Szegheg,
Colonel F. Farkas.

8. Postage ;
Chairman: G. Kuzmich.

o. Festival ;
Presidency: S. Zsembery,
Councillor M. Fekete.

1o. Sanitation ;

Presidency: Secretary of State A. Johan,
E. Szukovathy,

Prof. General J. Brana.

11. Artistic ;

Chairman: Rt. Rev. ]. Glattfelder, Bi=
shop of Csanad.

Sub=committee for music ;
Chairman: A. Harmat.

12. Finance;

Presidency: Count M. Esterhazy, for=
mer Prime Minister,
T. Kallay, former Minis=
ter of Finance,

C. Jakabffy.

13. Universities ;

Chairman: Prof. A. Pataky.

As secretaries and heads of various subsidiary
sections the following persons deserve special
mention for their energy, work, zeal and enthu-
siasm: Counsellor A. Vel6ssy, Miss T. Holényi
and Mrs. O. Trugly.

FEVERISH PREPARATION

visit of the President of the Permanant Committee
for International Eucharistic Congresses, the Rt.
Rev. T. Heylen, Bishop of Namur, and of its
Secretary, Count Henry d’Yanville to Budapest
in April 1937 acted as an incentive to the speeding
up of the detailed work of preparation. In the
beginning of November 1937 we could already
invite to Budapest, for a three days conference,
the National Representatives from various lands,
and representatives of the more important travel=
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ling agencies, to discuss with them the necessary
measures to accommodate and cater for our guests.

For the meetings of the Congress the Industrial
Hall lying in the Town Park was chosen, while
for the ceremonies and gatherings of the Con=
gress the Heroes Square at the entrance to the
Town Park was considered the most suitable as
many wide streets led to it, particularly the two=
mile=long Andrassy Avenue. Another important
reason which led to the choice of this place for
the great gatherings was the fact that the shallow,
cement=lined lake of the Town Park, lying just
behind the Millenium Monument, could easily
be drained, and the place used to set up benches
and stands to accommodate more than a hundred
thousand participants. Thus place was found for
more than half a million people. The only disad=
vantage was that, owing to the crowds being pla=
ced before and behind the Millenium Monument,
a general view of the assembly could only be
obtained from the Central Altar, while the par=
ticipants themselves were never able to see the
whole gathering together.

So as to make the Congress itself richer in
meaning and to bring to the conscience of all the
participants the motto of the Congress: «The
Eucharist — Bond of Love» the Central Committee
decided to arrange an Exhibition of Religious
Art and an International Catholic Charity Exhibi=
tion. This last exhibition was visited with the
greatest interest by thousands of people during
the Congress itself and for months afterwards.

The work grew from month to month, so that
towards the end our premises extended to over a
hundred rooms. The ramifications of certain sec=
tions also became so extensive, and the work
of others so complicated, that for the last six
months preceding the Congress a special weekly
news=bulletin had to be published, so that the
various departments should keep in touch with
each other’s work. Naturally the invocation of
Divine help was not forgotten. The Hungarian
Episcopate ordered a special prayer for the
success of the Congress to be read after every
Mass in all the churches of the land, while in
many of them special prayers were read after
Sunday Mass. All the leaders of the Congress
work met every month for joint confession and
Communion in the Chapel of the English Ladies,
to pray for a special blessing of God on their
work.

At the very end, just a few weeks before the
opening of the Congress, dark clouds gathered on
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the political firmament of Europe. Some of the
neighbouring States mobilized. Germany, and
Austria, which since March had been joined to
her, forbade their Catholic subjects to participate
in the Congress. This was a great blow for us, for
several tens of thousands of German and Austrian
pilgrims had already advised their participation.
A few days later panic broke out in many other
lands, caused by the ghastly shadow of a new
world war.

It was a miracle of the Blessed Eucharist that
at the last moment the clouds of war blew over,
and that the Congress could be held without let
or hindrance.

It was a great joy for the organizers that our
call had been heard in the whole of the Catholic
world, and had caused many thousands of pil=
grims to decide to come to Budapest. As a result
of our appeal to attend the Congress their parti=
cipation was advised by 15 Cardinals 48 Arch=
bishops, 107 Bishops, as well as by over fifty
thousand foreign pilgrims. Apart from this, letters
were received from many high members of the
Catholic Episcopate promising us their spiritual
participation in the Congress and engaging to
celebrate the events of the Congress with us in
their dioceses, and to participate, with their
flocks, in our movement of atonement. There
were certain far=lying dioceses, such as that of
Guadaljara in Mexico, which held local Eucha=
ristic Congresses on exactly the same days and
hours as the one in Budapest and according to
the same programme. A wonderful proof of Ca=
tholic unity.

The joy of the organizers of the Congress knew
no limits when it became known that the Holy
Father had decided to send as his Legate to the
Congress no less a person than his own Secretary
of State, Cardinal Pacelli. Everybody was aware
of the signal honour this choice meant, and
foresaw in it an omen of sure success for the
Congress.

So, after endless prepartions, correspondence,
efforts, joy and anxiety the month of May at
last arrived which was to bring with it the reali=
zation of our dreams and hopes. Already, in the
semblance of the Baldachin of St. Peter in Rome
the Main Altar, eighty feet high, had been built
on Heroes Square, the seats and stands to accom=
modate 1200 Cardinals, Bishops and upper mems=
bers of the clergy had been erected, as well as the
seats for 160.000 pilgrims on Heroes Square and
on the previously drained lake of the Town Park;



the Congress Anthem had been so well taught,
with the assistance of gramaphone records, in
all schools, that even the messenger boys could
be heard whistling the tune in the streets; the
last general preparatory meeting had already been
held with zo0.000 participants in the Industrial
Hall, so as to give them the last instructions how

to welcome the foreign guests, and the Greatest
Guest of All, the Holy Eucharist Itself.

At last the hour had struck when the Legate
of the Vicar of Christ on earth was to arrive, to
stay during the Congress at the Royal Palace as
the personal guest of Admiral Horthy, Regent of
Hungary.
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THE ARRIVAL OF THE CARDINAL LEGATE

The train, drawn by a flower=bedecked engine,
which was bringing the Cardinal Legate and his
suite to Budapest, first stopped on Hungarian
soil at Szekesfehervar. The illustrious guest was
here welcomed by the Rt. Rev. L. Shvoy, Bishop
of Szekesfehervar, and Count Paul Teleki, Mi=
nister of Public Education. In the meantime the
whole of Budapest was afoot. Both sides of all
the streets leading from the Western railway
station to the Coronation Church were lined
with school children, behind whom vast crowds
had gathered to welcome the Cardinal Legate.
The members of the Budapest Municipality, with
the Lord Mayor at their head, had met on the
richly beflagged Mussolini Square to welcome
their guest. Admiral Horthy, Regent of Hungary,
had himself arrived a few minutes before ten
o’clock at the Western Railway station, where
the members of the Cabinet and many other
distinguished people were already awaiting, to
personally welcome the Envoy of the Holy Father.

Punctually at ten o’ clock the train rolled into
the station, and immediately afterwards the slen=
der figure of the Cardinal Legate appeared on the
carriage steps. He was greeted with true and
spontaneous warmth by the Regent, and then
conducted to the Royal Waiting Rooms, where
the ministers were individually presented to the
illustrious guest. Everybody now took his seat in
the drawn up motorcars, and the long file of
vehicles began its triumphant passage through
the streets of Pest, acclaimed everywhere by the
vivats of the crowds and the waving of flags and
banners. On arrival at the Mussolini Square a
short stop was made, during which the Cardinal
Legate was welcomed by Mayor Dr. Charles
Szendy in the name of the City and Corporation.
The Legate of the Pope replied in a few warm
and well chosen words of thanks for the hospi=
table greetings extended him. The procession then
continued and soon reached the Coronation
Church, where Admiral Horthy took temporary
leave of his guest. Cardinal J. Seredi, Prince
Primate of Hungary and all the Hungarian Epi=
scopate were awaiting Cardinal Paccelli in the
nave of the Coronation Church. On his arrival
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the choir sang the Ecce Sacerdos and Tu es
Petrus, while the Cardinal Legate was being con=
ducted to the seat of honour specially erected for
him. The Bull appointing Cardinal Pacelli as
personal representative of the Holy Father to the
XXXIV International Eucharistic Congress was
then read, after which Cardinal Seredi pronounced
a speech of welcome in Latin addressed to Car=
dinal Pacelli. In reply the Cardinal Legate made
the following speech:

Speech of the Cardinal Legate
in the Coronation Church.

— «I have the pleasure and the honour of step=
ping into this capital of the noble Hungarian nation
and the precints of the Archdiocese of Estergom
in this verdant month of May, which lies under
the special patronage of the Holy Virgin Mary,
likwise Lady Patroness of Hungary; and on the
eve of June, month of the Most Sacred Heart,
to come here, in this ancient Coronation Church
to lay our homage at the feet of the Most Blessed
Sacrament of the Altar, to which we shall pay
reverence all this week. The speech of welcome
which Your Eminence, as the Primate of this
land, has addressed, in the name of the bishops,
the regular and secular clergy, and all the Catho=
lics of Hungary to the Papal Legate, is really due
to him whose high person [ represent, to that
Vicar of Jesus Christ on Earth who, as the father
of all the faithful, and the best friend of this
nation, is now spiritually with us and lifts his
hand to Heaven to call down the blessing of the
Almighty upon all those now here gathered
together. This house of God in which we are
now joined in prayer, and which the piety of
former days raised in the very spirit of devout
Gothic art, bears the name of the Coronation
Church, in commemoration of this ceremony
so oft performed here, which should remind first
of all the Hungarian people, and with them the
whole of the world of that true, but unfortunately
too often forgotten truth which says: «By me
kings reign, and lawgivers decree just things .. »

— Truly happy are those nations in whose soul
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the assurance lives that those laws which derive
from Divine Wisdom contain within themselves
all the essence of human laws, and can never be
violated with impunity. There where this con=
viction is coupled to the spiritual courage which
is indispensable for work and progress, and of
which the Hungarian nation has always been
such a prominent example in the days of trouble;
there also is always present that Divine Help
which is so necessary for the execution of the
stern duties of Truth and Love, which we also
eagerly wish, but which are impossible without
the light of true faith from God.

— It is, anyway, a very auspicious sign that the
festivities of the Eucharistic Congress and the
St. Stephen’s Commemorative Year are taking
place in the Capital of Hungary, thus offering an
excellent and unique occasion to publicly profess
those religious and spiritual truths which the
Apostolic King took as the basis of his kingdom
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so many centuries ago. Our faith in Christ, the
Mother of God to whom St. Stephen dedicated
his country and his people, the Vicar of Christ
from whom he received the Holy Crown, all
unite us in Christain love, so that we can faithfully
build the bastion within the walls of which we
shall be able to defend the holy heritage of our
faith against all attacks and storms.

— With this intention I raise my hand and my
soul in this solemn hour crowded with the
thoughts of past glories and with the hopes of
a future yet unborn which will help us in this
holy place, where the faithful soul breathes to
Him: Potentia et gloria adque victoria». | ear=
nestly pray for the blessing of the Great and
Mighty Lord our God on this land of Hungary,
this blessed Regnum Marianum, on all her sons
and daughters, that blessing which [ can best
express in the words: «O Lord save Thy people
and bless Thy inheritance».
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AFTERNOON RECEPTION IN HONOUR OF

THE CARDINAL LEGATE

The rain, which had been falling steadily since
early morning, left off in the afternoon, but the
sun was yet unable to break through the clouds.
From time to time small patches of blue sky
were beginning to appear. We again began to
hope that the spring weather of Budapest would
become fine, and not spoil the stay of our guests
here.

Notwithstanding the rain, thousands of the
inhabitants of Budapest began to wend their way,
already in the early afternoon, towards the Con=
gress Hall in the Town Park, where the afternoon
reception in honour of the Cardinal Legate was
to be held. Long files of motorcars brought the
distinguished members of Hungarian society and
the prominent personalities and notablities of the
land to the meeting.

The interior of the Congress Hall presents an
imposing and beautiful appearance. White and
yellow are the colours predominating in the
mighty hall, the only relief being the red of the
dais raised for the Legate and the Episcopate at
the upper end of the hall. Above this dais,
in the axis of the hall the Throne of the Papal
Legate had been erected on a special platform,
under a purple baldachin, decorated with the
tiara.

To the right of the dais are the seats for the
high personlities of the religious world, while the
left has been kept for the distinguished represen=
tatives of the lay world: the Archdukes, Cabinet
Ministers and Secretaries of State, Generals of the
Army, the Mayor of the City, and others. H. S. H.
Mme N. de Horthy, wife of the Regent of Hun=
gary, and M. Béla de Imrédy, Premier of Hungary
are also present.

To the right and left of the Papal Envoy’s
throne stand seven armchairs for the Cardinals,
at present only three of them are occupied. In
the second armchair to the right of the throne
Cardinal Seredi, Prince Primate of Hungary has
taken his seat.

The President’s seat is occupied by the Rt.
Rev. T. Heylen, Bishop of Namur, Chairman of
the Permanent Committee for International
Congresses. To his right are seated the speakers
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of the meeting: M. C. de Kanya, Hungarian
Foreign Minister, Mayor Dr. C. Szendy, and
Count ]. Zichy,. Lay President of the Hungarian
Catholic Action. To the left of the Chairman are
the seats of the Presidency of the XXXIV Inter=
national Eucharistic Congress.

At ten minutes past six a flourish of trumpets
announces the arrival of the Cardinal Legate,
who, accompanied by his suite, proceeds to take
his place on the purple throne. Behind the Car=
dinal followed a gold=braided and helmeted officer
of the Papal Bodyguard, who, during the whole
ceremony, stood at the right of the throne. On the
arrival of the Legate loud applause and vivats
broke out from the vast audience.

The whole scene of the Hall now recalled some
glamorous pageant of the Middle Ages. The
imposing figure of the Cardinal Legate seated on
his throne, with the gold cross on his breast
shining in the light of the powerful searchlights,
the brilliant assembly, the gold and white of the
decorations, the pomp and glory of the moment,
all made an unforgettable picture.

Slowly silence fell over the vast Hall.

M. de Kanya, Hungarian Foreign Minister
was the first speaker of the evening, and he wel=
comed the Cardinal Legate in the name of the
Hungarian Government in the following French
speech:

Your Eminence,

— In the name of the Hungarian Government
I have the signal honour and great pleasure of
welcoming Your Eminence amongst us on the
occasion of the XXXIV International Eucharistic
Congress. The mission which the Holy Father
has confided to Your Eminence, his Secretary
of State, fills us with joy and gratitude, for
we see in it an extremely valuable sign of his
kindness and fatherly attitude towards the
faithful Hungarian people, the nation of St.
Stephen.

— For me it is also a great personal pleasure to
be able to welcome Your Eminence, for, ever
since the days passed together in Berlin | have
always held the deepest feelings of esteem and
friendship for Your Eminence. | want to assure
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your Eminence that notwithstanding the short
time you have passed in Hungary, you have
already succeeded in winning the hearts of the
Hungarian nation, and that in expressing my
personal feelings, | also voice those of all my
compatriots.

— The Hungarian Catholics are deeply grateful
to His Holiness the Sovereign Pontiff for having
called together in Budapest the XXXIV Inter=
national Eucharistic Congress in this year of
jubilee when we commemorate the everzliving
memory of a great Catholic King.

— The special characteristic given to this Con=
gress by the Holy Father is that of conciliation
and atonement. The Hungarian Catholics will
faithfully adhere to the motto proclaimed by the
His Holiness the Pope, and the faithful, who
have come from all over the world will, while
adoring the Eucharistic Christ, unite their fervent
prayers in emploring the grace of the Almighty.
The troubles, the struggles, the sorrows and
quarrels of every=day life will be set aside during
these few days, and our thoughts and sentiments
will be drawn to the eternal values of human
existence. Conscious of our redemption by the
Sacrifice of the Cross, we are happy to confess
our faith in Him to Whom the august Vicar has
given us this solemn occasion of manifesting our
devotion and fidelity.

— Among the troubles which now divide the
world and the spirit, this Congress is a mani=
festation of true charity, a manifestation in favour
of the Peace of God in the Justice of God. This
Congress is a proof that above all that divides
us we have our common faith which unites us,
we have a common desire for peace, the will to
know and understand each other. | believe I am
the mouthpiece of all now met here to welcome
Your Eminence, when [ affirm that peace between
nations is the aim of our efforts, the object of our
common aspirations. In working for peace we also
want to see justice prevail, for only a just peace
can be a true and lasting peace. In this Congress
we celebrate the supremacy of Spirit over Matter.
This superiority of the immortal soul we recognize
as the basis of our conception of the Universe, as
the line of conduct of our individual life, so also
of our communal life. The divine laws rule also
the life of peoples and constitute the firmest
foundation of national existence. The history of
this land of Hungary and of its inhabitants is the
proof thereof.

— Long before the Hungarians, other nomad
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tribes of Turanian race had tried to found a per=
manent empire at the foot of the Carpathians. In
the V century the tents of the mobile capital
of Attila and his Huns were raised in the great
plain between the Danube and the Tisza. But
the mighty empire of the Huns was of short
duration. Notwithstanding the courage of his
warriors and the genius of their chief, the battles
in the fields of Catalonia marked the beginning
of the decline of him who, in his day, was called
the Scourge of God. Shortly after his death the
great empire, undermined by interior dissensions,
fell to pieces and disappeared for ever.

— A few centuries later the Avars founded an
empire in the valley of the Danube, but after
a short period of prosperity it was destroyed by
the armies of Charlemagne.

— It is very probable that the third Turanian
empire, that of the Hungarians, would have
suffered the same fate as that of its predecessors,
had not the commonsense which, under the
coating of orientalism has always come to the
fore in the Magyar race in the decisive moments
of its history, made Prince Géza understand the
necessity of entering into closer contact with the
Christain world and its institutions.

— But, what for Prince Géza had been but an
act dictated by political considerations, became
for his son the discernement of a supreme truth.
His conversion was an act of faith and it is with
the support of the Church and crowned by the
crown which Pope Sylvester Il sent him, that
St. Stephen laid the foundations of the kingdom
of Hungary which since then, notwithstanding
all vicissitudes and adversities, has never ceased
to play often a brilliant, but never an unimpor=
tant, part in the valley of the Danube.

— The X centenary of the death of St. Stephen
is also the ninth centenary of the existence of his
work. This solemn date in the life of a people is
also, thanks to the decision of the Holy Father,
that of the XXXIV International Eucharistic
Congress. This coincidence of the festival of the
nations of Christendom with that of one of its
members, cannot but be beneficient. It reminds
us of the fundamental principles of our national
existence and of those close bonds which unite
us to the Mother Church. The foreign Catholics
met in Budapest can convince themselves once
more of the solidarity of the Christian world and
of the living value of the teachings of the Church.

— Hungary is happy to be able to celebrate
this double festival in the presence of such
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distinguished guests as Your Eminence, Their
Eminences members of the Sacred College and
the numerous representatives of the Church
Hierarchy, who have so kindly come to Budapest.
She is deeply sensible of the honour which has
been done her and | hope that all our guests will
keep a pleasant memory of those moving days
which we shall pass in such a close communion
of faith.

— Your Eminence,

— The enthusiastic welcome which the Hun=
garian people have given Your Eminence expres=
ses also the sentiments which they feel towards
their Holy Father. The friendly relations between
the Holy See and Hungary are as old as this
Christian Kingdom, and as solid as the work of
its founder. During the most brilliant periods of
its history, as during the dark hours of crisis, the
successors of St. Peter have always shown her
a fatherly solicitude full of kindness.

— Abandoned by everybody else it was only the
Holy See that came to the assistance of Hungary
in 1526, in the darkest moment of her history.
The liberation of the land occupied by the Turks
for 150 years was also due to the initiative of
Pope Innocent XI.

— Animated by an unshakable faith the Hun=
garians have always bowed before the decisions
of the Vicar of Christ, to whom they have been
attached through 0oo years by the bonds of faith,
of devotion, of gratitude.

— The Hungary of today nurses exactly the same
feelings as the Hungary of yesterday. She pre=
sents her most respectful homage to His Holiness
the Sovereign Pontiff, Pius X1 and expresses her
warmest thanks and deepest gratitude for all the
signs of benevolence which the Holy Father has
deigned to show her. We always remember with
emotion the part His Holiness has taken in
our joys and the comprehension he has always
shown for our sorrows. And we all, the tens of
thousands of foreigners and the hundreds of
thousands of Hungarians, who have met to
confess publicly and solemnly our faith in the
Eucharist, unite our prayers in imploring God
to bless our beloved and venerated Holy Father,
His Holiness Pius XI1» —

The next speaker to welcome the Cardinal
Legate, was the Mayor of Budapest, Dr. Charles
Szendy, who did so in Latin, in the name of the
Capital of Hungary.

«Your Eminence,

— The citizens of Budapest respectfully greet
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Your Eminence, whom the Holy Father, Pope
Pius X1 has sent as his Legate to the Eucharistic
Congress to be held in our city. May I, as the
Mayor of this Capital City express our deep
gratitude for the honour which Your Eminence,
as Papal Legate, has conferred on us by coming
here. It is rarely in former centuries that the city
has had the honour and happiness of welcoming
a Papal Legate within its walls.

— Nevertheless it is certain that the Popes of
Rome have often given us proofs of their love,
what is more, without the help of Pope Innocent
X1 of blessed memory, neither would Buda have
been liberated, nor would the kingdom of St.
Stephen, ever a farflung outpost of Christianity,
have regained its ancient frontiers.

— Now, through the grace of the Holy Father,
the Eucharistic Congress is meeting in our city
and vast throngs of every tribe, language and
nation have met here to worship Christ the King
in truth, fact and substance present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.

— We know for certain that this Congress will
reinforce in their faith, strengthen in their hopes
and confirm in their fidelity to the Papal Throne
both our citizens and all the pilgrims who have
come here from distant lands.

— Humbly thanking Your Eminence, werequest
you to convey to the Holy Father our homage
and the expression of the fidelity which the capital
of Hungary has always felt for the Holy See.»

Count ]. Zichy, Lay President of the Hungarian
Catholic Action then rose to speak: After ex=
pressing the deep gratitude of the Hungarian
nation to His Holiness the Pope, Count Zichy
went on to say:

— «This special attention of the Vicar of Christ
is particularly appreciated by the Hungarian
nation which has suffered so much, and is still
in mourning, and will surely raise their endeavours
and will strengthen everybody in their efforts to
develop the Hungarian Catholic consciousness
and train the whole of society in their fight against
materialism and the development of their moral
strength.

— In these days when nearly the whole world is
faced with the difficult problem of existence,
many become cynics when the elements of Chris=
tianity are in danger of being engulfed in col=
lective egoism and the ideal of sacrifice has nearly
disappeared; when in their struggle for their daily
bread people forget all about brotherly love,
a new so=called Christian philosophy begins to




appear in which not love, but self=interest is the
only guiding principle. Seeing these terrific
struggles all for nothing, people are now slowly
beginning to realize that there is only one real
moral value, and only one true asset, and that
is the spirit of sacrifice which, freed from all
selfishness, is always ready for further sacrifices.
- — Whatdoes it profit the State, or society, or the
individual to possess all riches if the moral value
which is capable of preserving them and muti=
plying them for the sacrifice are lacking. That
is why we are endeavouring, a nation of whom
but a handful has remained, to develop and
multiply within ourselves our spiritual treasures
thus to become more valuable and stronger than
nations much mightier than we.

— Ever since the days of St. Stephen, when he
received his crown from the Pope, that Holy
Crown which is our greatest treasure, and which
is inextricably interwoven with our national con=
stitution, our land has ever been a Catholic one,
which is why it has always been the champion of
Western culture, and now too, it triumphantly
withstands and shall withstand all the attacks of
modern paganism. '

— That faith which knows no obstacles and is
capable of moving mountains, will help us to
achieve our aimsy.

A few minutes after half past six Cardinal
Pacelli rose from his throne. A majestic figure,
with something not of this earth shining in his
inspired face, he stood there, waiting for the
thunderous applause to subside. When silence
at last reigned again in the Congress Hall, the
Cardinal Legate began to speak. Clear and strong
sounded his voice, every word was to be heard
perfectly even in the most distant corner of the
vast edifice. Accompanying his speech by expres=
sive gestures he said:

— «On this brilliant eve of the XXXIV Inter=
national Eucharistic Congress, in this mighty hall
which the diligence of industry has proudly lent
the dignitaries of the Church, during this first
phase of the approaching Eucharistic festivities,
filled with the glamour and greatness of the name
of Him who has sent me here, my soul and heart
still echo, as with some holy melody, with the
words of welcome which have just sounded in
the names of the Royal Hungarian Government,
the Capital of Hungary and the Catholic Action.
But yet the wveil has not risen which covers
the Ark of the Holy of Holies from profane
glances. Budapest, this outflung bastion which,

together with the struggle for its own liberty,
also always fought for the liberty of Christ,
this noble city which is hospitably entertaining
the great gathering, is still waiting for the horizon
to be filled by the wondrous light of tomorrow;
Heroes Square, this symbolical arena of Hun=
garian bravery, has not yet seen the thousands
and thousands of candle flames of the worshipping
throngs mix and mingle with the rays of the sun,
in that exclusive moment when its stones of
glorious memory will be transformed into the
mystical altar of the whole Catholic world. And
yet, in this great gathering today, on the eve of
the Congress, a vast multitude has met of those
whose hearts are filled with a burning patriotism
and unshakable knowledge of Christ the King
and the basic laws of His kingdom, with faith in
His land of peace and justice which, though it
makes its influence felt in this world, is vyet
rooted in Heaven and not on the Earth. You
know this well, and so does this land which has
been sanctified by the personality of your Apos=
tolic King, whose spirit and arm were guided
by the Cross of Christ and the veneration of the
Virgin Mother, your Patroness, and to whom
you owe your greatness and your glory, and the
inexpressible joy of having, in the person of
St. Stephen, a heavenly intercessor who, in his
heroism is no less than the first martyrs. He now
looks down on you from above, and is surely
glad that the city which guards his crown is now
the object and the centre of the, universal prayer
addressed to the God hidden in the Most Blessed
Sacrament of the Altar, to Him whom he now
sees face to face in the glory of the Saints; surely
he is glad that your famous ancestral religiosity,
this most precious heritage of your fathers now
bears glorious fruits to the Apostolic and Catholic
faith implanted on the banks of the Danube and
the Tisza.

— | greet this mighty city, and this great people
and their leaders with the perfect inner certitude
that the Vicar of the Christ, ever present in the
Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, the Sove=
reign Pontiff, who carefully tends his sheep and
lambs, is watching with true paternal love and
care this chosen part of his fold. The eloquent
speeches which have sounded here and which
have deeply impressed me, are filled with the joy
and confidence of the strong Hungarian soul, and
are a promising introduction to the solemn meet=
ings of the Congress. These words full of love
and faith which are now being carried over the
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air to the aerials of the Vatican City will call forth
from St. Peter’s Throne a grateful reply full of
paternal joy which will raise, nay ennoble, the
sentiments with which these speeches were filled.

— While the kindly eye of the Vicar of Christ
looks down on the introductory meeting as on
some beautiful vision; while from his heart rises
the prayer petitioning for the fruits of religion,
its acts and sacrifices; while his blessing assures
special heavenly grace to the Hungarian nation
so near his apostolic heart; while here now gather
the representatives of the various professions,
ages and ranks in national groups to the greater
glory of the Lord, this reception opens the sublime
festival of sacred brotherhood.

— Yes, sacred brotherhood in Christ, in the God
present and hidden in the Most Blessed Sacra=
ment of the Altar who is with us unto all eternity;
yes, in this Eucharistic Congress which calls
together and unites under its banner the nations
of the world within the bonds of the great family
of the Holy Catholic Mother Church.

— This altar is the highest and most wonderful
pulpit of Christ, our only Master, who, in the
words of His first disciple, thus spoke to us: «For
one is your Master, and all you are brothers», This
altar is the Godly table sitting round which makes
us brethren, so that we mystically become one
with Him when drinking of the Chalice and
eating of the Bread. Not | say, but St. Paul, the
great apostle in his letter to the Corinthians: «The
Chalice of benediction which we bless, is it not
the communion of the blood of Christ? And the
bread which we break, is it not the partaking of
the body of the Lord? For we, being many, are
one bread, one body: all that partake of one bread»
«O sacramentum pietatis, o signum unitatis of vin=
culum caritatis I» cries St. Augustine. Is not the Most
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar the spring of that
grace which is so important for all of us? Is not the
Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar the symbol
of that unity for which Christ prayed on the eve of
his sufferings to confirm the newly established
Sacrament of Love, for when he was one with the
Father and the Father was One with Him, are we
not one with Them too? Is not this Most Blessed
Sacrament of the Altar the Bond of Love, of that
Love which is greater than Hope and Charity,
which never wanes and never bargains, but which
believes everything, hopes everything and endu=
res everything?

— In Love we follow Truth, and the faith in the
Unity of God grows in us, and likewise the knows=
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ledge of the approaching happy Days of Grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We follow the Truth
in Christ who, alas, for some of us is yet a tempta=
tion, for others foolishness; who is misunderstood
by some, insulted by others, and regarded by the
prejudiced and obscure science of our days as one
whose teachings have been outstripped and con=
quered by the civilization and intellectual de=
velopment of modern times. Who has been depic=
ted by the masterly brush of Munkéacsy in the
dramatic moment when He stands before Pilate
in that famous painting which is not only a picture
of the past, but also a prophetic warning for the
future, when the questioning of the Roman Gover=
nor is repeated in the prideful quibbles and by
the pens of those who, like Pilate, ask: What is
truth? Quid est veritas?

— Yet it is to this unknown, reviled, abused,
scourged and abjured Christ, to His words
preaching the eternal truth, that present civili=
zation owes everything by which it surpasses that
of former days. To Him we owe our hope, our
faith, our love, it is to this King of Heaven and
Earth that we now sing paens of praise, and this
with ever more holy conviction, ever greater
enthusiasm and desire for atonement — the more
the godless endeavour to asperge His Godhead,
the more they try to shake His throne. If all this
embitters their exile for the faithful, yet it cannot
extinguish the zeal of their faith, nor diminish
it, for on the contrary it burns ever brighter, the
proof of which lies in this vast international
throng which has met here, on the banks of the
Danube, to lay their homage at the feet of the
Eucharistic throne, which is the mystery of the
redemption and prayer for grace and pardon, for
worship and purefication; here every soul with=
draws into itself, and in these hours of quiet and
meditation each seeks his own way to salvation
through OQur Saviour, Who alone has the word
of life eternal, and can grant consolation on this
earth to him who truly seeks His Kingdom. For
the Christ of the Most Blessed Sacrament of the
Altar knows well what we need, for He had wan-=
ted to take part in our life on earth, «and condes=
cended to it, taking the form of a servant, being
made in the likeness of man, and in the habit
found as a man, for we have not a high priest who
cannot have compassion on our infirmities, but
one tempted in all things like as we are, without
sin». For itis true that sin maketh nations miserable
just as it is true that faith that derives not from
man, but from God. makes them happy and great;



for religion makes good citizens when it teaches
them to see in their ruler an expression of the
glory of God and admonishes them to be subject
to princes and powers as they would to Christ
The conviction that this inner connection
exists between religion and every day life and
that the light and strength descending from hea=
ven raise the efficiency of earthly things, has
brought here today the representatives of autho=
rity together with the people of every class and
profession. And this conviction has led here the
principal speaker of the evening who guards the
relations between State and Church, and into
whose hands has been placed the delicate task of
maintaining these relations in a spirit of fruitful
co=operation and friendly understanding. Expe=
rience also helps to support the assurance that
these connections are mutually useful, and after
this who can doubt that the joy of these festive
days will but strenthgen the bonds and give a
new impetus to the relations which have always
existed between the land and the city of St. Ste-
phen and the Apostolic Throne, and that these
relations will remain unaltered in the future, as
some shining star that will never set on the spi=
ritual horizon of the Hungarian people. In this
fond and confident hope I, as the legate of His
Holiness Pope Pius X1, now bless this most excel=
lent first gathering in which, thanks to the perfect
arrangements of the Central Preparatory Com=
mittee all trades, professions and classes of so=
ciety have met to glorify God. As the Psalmist
says: youths and virgins, children and senescent,
all gathered as one to praise the name of the
Lord» —

The public listened to the speech of the Car=
dinal Legate standing, and when he pronounced

his blessing the whole audience, as one man, sank
to their knees. As soon as he had taken his seat,
juvenile choirs, with surprising grace and melody,
performed a series of old church psalmodies.

Now came a scene, touching in its childish
naivité. Two little boys of six and a little girl of
four, dressed in Hungarian national dress were
brought before the microphone to welcome the
Cardinal Legate in the name of the Hungarian
children. Then came the other extreme, an old
peasant of over a hundred, dressed in the traditio=
nal Sunday black of the Hungarian folk. He took
a paper out of his pocket and read his speech of
welcome . . . without spectacles! In this he said
that the agriculturer considered it as the highest
honour that it is alv.ays he who produces the wheat
and the wine for the Most Blessed Sacrament of
the Altar.

When the Papal Anthem had been sung, Car-=
dinal Seredi, quite unexpectedly approached the
microphone, and said that Cardinal Pacelli would
say a few words more. In the very next moment
the voice of the Papal Envoy was heard speaking
in Hungarian, he said:

— «Lives for ever Christ, King of the Eucha-
rist.

The applause then broke out with whirlwind
force. For minutes the Hall resounded to the
shouts of «Eljen», vivats and cheers.

It was some time before Cardinal Pacelli could
continue; again in Hungarian:

«May the Patrona Hungaria bless all of youw».
Again the words were covered with cheers.

At last the Cardinal was allowed to say:

«The Holy Right protect you. Long live Hungary.«

These words were accorded a delirious recep=

tion, and the applause would not end . ..

HOMAGE OF THE WORLD OF LETTERS BEFORE THE EUCHARIST

Literary meeting in the Pesti
Vigadd in homage of the Most
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.

The representatives of the intellectual and
literary worlds met on Wednesday morning in
the halls of the Pesti Vigadé at a solemn meeting
in honour of the Holy Eucharist. The vast hall
was filled to overflowing by an audience of
several thousand people as early as ten o’clock
in the morning. The foreign participants were
to be recognized by their national badges, and

many Americans, Englishmen, Poles, Frenchmen,
Italians, Spaniards and others were to be seen,
as well as many of the secular clergy and members
of the male and female monastic orders. Promi=
nent among the crowd were the uniforms of the
Hungarian officers. By the time the meeting was
scheduled to open even the corridors of the
Vigado were crowded with people, who listened
to the proceedings through specially set up
loudspeakers.

On the platform, at a long table, sat the
presidium of the meeting and the speakers.
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After the University Choir had sung a Hun=
garian psalm to the Holy Virgin, M. Balint
Homan, former Minister of Public Education,
the first speaker of the meeting, rose and said:

— «In this year, consecrated to the memory of
our first king to whom the Holy Crown was sent
by the Pope on the millenary Christmas of the
Christian era, many thousand Catholics from
all over the world, have come to the capital of the
kingdom founded by St. Stephen to pay homage
to the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar and publicly
profess their Catholic Faith, the fidelity to the
ideals of Christ, and their support for the moral
and historical aims of the Mother Church.

— At this meeting to=day literature, science,
art and all the intellectual workers of Catholicism
claim their part in this homage. With humble
soul we approach the mystery of mysteries from
which, together with the sanctity of grace,
spiritual strength has radiated for zooo years
into the soul of man. We recall with emotion the
flourishing literature, arts and science of former
centuries fostered by the church and protected
by her. We look back with respect on the educa=
tional and social work of the priests of the Church,
on the culture of those days based on a moral
and religious foundation, and which has served
as the foundation of our present day civilization.

— Among the many nations scattered through
the world, yet whose sons are all united by a
common Catholic faith, we Hungarians are
proud to claim that for 950 years now our civili=
zation has been rooted in the soil of Christian
national culture, for the primaeval Hungarian
culture, absorbing the elements of Christianity,
started on its way under the guidance of the
priests of the faith, and reached its zenith within
a few short centuries. This Christian and reli=
gious origin has laid its mark on the whole of
Hungarian culture and on the very soul of the
land. This Hungarian soul has always risen
against any oppression, and has remained Chris=
tian up to this day, and faithful unto God.
In days of strife and struggle the Hungarian soul
has always drawn its strength and its zeal for
the defence and development of its moral culture
from the ancient springs of faith. Uniting in one
the inner faith of Christ and the indomitable will of
a people, it has created its own national Christian
and spiritual ideology and, armed with these prin=
ciples, has always fought, and is still fighting, all
forces gathered to attack and destroy religion and
morals, Church and State, society and spirituality.

128

©

— We endeavour to draw our strength from the
greatest and innermost mystery of the Christian
faith, the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar,
and to imbue with this spirit the leaders of the
great struggle of the Hungarian soul for the
promotion of the national and Christian aims and
aspirations of the people.

After M. Homan's speech a deep and heartfelt
address was made in Italian by Count Della
Torre, Editor in Chief of the Osservatore Ro=
mano. He spoke of the fact that in this world,
when now all moral values have been called in
question, the Holy Eucharist has acquired quite
an exceptional meaning in everyday life. He then
spoke with deep love of Hungary, for Hungary
was a land which, even in these difficult times
when from many quarters the question is raised
whether a Pope is at all necessary, has ever
remained faithful and true to Rome and the
Vicar of Christ. When Count Della Torre
pronounced the name of the Holy Father, the
whole hall rose as one man, and cheered His
Holiness long and loud. — «If we had no Pope
and no Churchy, — continued the speaker —
«we would sink back into the times when one
could with justice ask: «What is Truth? The
reverence for the Pope and the attachment to
Rome which we now see in the whole world,
is also of a deep social significance, for Catholi=
cism is a power which ennobles the whole of
human society and raises it towards Christ»

When the applause had died down Bishop
Glattfelder, Chairman of the meeting, announced
that General Moscardo, the intrepid defender
of the Alcazar, had sent a telegram regretting
his inability to attend the meeting. The Chairman
then asked Cardinal Goma y Thomas, Archbis=
hop of Toledo, to say a few words about Spain.

The aged Cardinal spoke of Spain, and as he
spoke his face changed, and the pain of a long=
suffering people was to be heard in the tones of
his voice. The public could feel the supressed
ardour of his speech. He spoke of the defenders
of the Alcazar, of the horrors of the Spanish
revolution, and thanked the Hungarian people
for the sympathy they had shown the true
Spanish cause.

After Cardinal Goma y Thomas, Bishop Paul
Yupin of China spoke. His young and inspired
face made a great impression of the audience.
He described the spread of Catholicism in China,
spoke of the devastation caused by the war, and
of the United Front created to withstand the



foreign invader until their last breath. He brought
the greetings of Catholic China to the people
of Hungary.

M. Leon Merclen, editor of the French paper
«La Croix» spoke of the task of the Catholic Press.
He said that as Christ had said: «I am the Truth»
so the Catholic Press must say: «I am the voice
of Truthr. The world Catholic Press knows
Hungary very well, and this time too will write
the truth about her. After him another French=
man, Canon de Poncheville paid homage to the
Eucharist in a speech penetrated with the spirit
of reverence.

A Catholic lawyer of California, Mr. Joseph
Scott, also asked to be allowed to express in a few
words, as a simple citizen, the homage of America
before the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.
Though there were no thousand=year=old Catholic
traditions in America, yet, said the speaker, the
country was imbued with the true spirit of faith.
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Prelate Enrico Pucci interpreted the greetings
of the Italian Press. At the end of the meeting
Bishop Glattfelder made the closing speech in
Latin. He said that people from all over the
world had now gathered in Budapest to pray for
the peace of the world. We pray to Him who is
the source of all peace, to Christ. Christ is a
leader which has never yet led his followers
on a false road, which is why peace can be found
only in Christ. Christian morals must be intro=
duced in private, just as well as in public life.
Christian principles are the best weapon of
Hungary, for these principles make a small land
great. We call today: «our life and our blood for
God and Christ! When God is with us, whe
is against us?

With this speech the solemn meeting of
homage of the world of letters, science and arts
before the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar,
came to an end.
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THE SOLEMN OPENING OF THE CONGRESS

The gathering of the masses.

From dawn until the early hours of the
afternoon a cold drizzle had been steadily soaking
Budapest, capital of Hungary, where the XXXIV
International Eucharistic Congress was to open
that afternoon. The hundreds of thousands of
foreign and Hungarian pilgrims watched with
anxious eyes the leaden skies and it was felt
that the opening ceremony, which had been
planned to take place on Heroes Square, in front
of the Main Altar, would have to be held in the
Congress Hall, naturally with a much diminished
scope. At noon it was decided, however, to hold
the opening ceremony on Heroes Square, what=
ever the weather conditions. At one o’clock, in
pouring rain, the police and the boy scouts began
to line the streets leading to Heroes Square
and the lieu of the ceremonies. About that
time too, the long lines of pilgrims from the
provinces, under the shelter of rural umb-=
rellas, began slowly to wend their way to the
Town Park.

At half past two a sharp west wind rose and,
as if by magic, blew the rain clouds away. Soon
the blue sky was visible again, the sun appeared,
and its warm rays shone on Heroes Square and
the Town Park, thus assuring the success of the
opening ceremony. By this time the police had
drawn all the necessary cordons and had
assured the order of arrival to the lieu of the
ceremony.

Between the two arcades behind the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier of Hungary the Main
Altar had been erected, covered with its scarlet
baldachin. The four spiral columns supporting
the exact replica of the Main Altar of St. Peter’s
Cathedral in Rome are decorated with the
eagles and the besants gueules of the Ratti crest
crowned with the tiara of the Holy Father Pope
Pius XI.

White and gold are the predominant colours.
Red carpets cover the great wooden erection
which, rising to a height of some g5 feet, flanked
by two white towers, faces the western hills.
And to the right and left of the Main Altar are
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the fourteen red and gold armchairs for the
cardinals, under a separate silk canopy in the
Papal colours. In the right foreground stands the
throne of the Papal Legate Cardinal Pacelli.
In all, on this central elevation are 306 seats for
the Bishops and Archbishops.

The Altar itself is a mass of flowers. On both
sides of the Crucifix stand six weighty candle=
sticks, imposing in their simplicity. On the four
corners of the Altar shine in the evening sunglight
four golden sheaves of corn, a special blessing
from the land of Hungary. Below, on Heroes
Square and behind, on the drained floor of the
lake, the tens and hundreds of thousands of
participants, of pilgrims come from all the four
corners of the world, are slowly taking their
seats in orderly and disciplined masses. In the
left tower flanking the Main Altar, which has
been fitted up as the broadcasting centre and
where a special room has been built for the
foreign newspaper correspondents, and in the
right tower where the technical organisers are
gathered, great activy is apparent. The rooms of
these towers are linked up by telephone with
the Altar, the choirs, the police dettachments
and Central Post Office. A hundred and twenty
flags of various nations represented at the
Congress flutter gaily in the breeze. In the
wireless room clerics and laymen, Hungarians,
Dutchmen and Americans are busy at the micro=
phones. The loudspeakers below are continually
issuing instructions. Father Bangha leads up
one after the other the Priests of various nations
to the microphone so that they may say a few
words in their own language to their faithful
gathered for this greatest expression of religious
devotion.

The wind which, as if at a command from
God, had swept away the rainclouds, now whistles
all round the towers and the Main Alter, the
springy scaffolding of which sways in the wind
like the masts of a ship at sea.

Already the local and foreign delegations, the
religious communities and corporations of Buda-=
pest, are slowly gathering on Heroes Square.
The wide Andrassy=tt had been reserved for the



motor cars of the important personalities attending
the Congress, and the people gathered behind
the police cordons had a wonderful sight of the
dignitaries arriving. The members of the Hun=
garian aristocracy and their ladies all made their
appearance in the Hungarian gala national dress,
then came the motorcars of the high ecclesiastical
officials, then the representatives of the Army,
members of both Houses of Parlament and the
City Magistrates. Along the avenues bordering
the Andrassy Street the Student Corporations
with their banners, then the peasants from the
various districts of Hungary, dressed in their
picturesque national costumes, slowly made
their way, thus offering a sight of rare pageantry
to the watching public.

T he gathering on Heroes Square

In the meantime the clergy who were to
participate in the ceremonies had been gathering
behind the Agricultural Museum, which was to
serve as the Sacristy during the celebrations.
Pupils of the Theological College, members of
the various monastic orders, the secular clergy,
Canons, Abbots, Prelates, Bishops and Archbis=
hops were to be seen hurrying there. Shortly
before four o’clock the Cardinals arrived with
their suites, who, headed by Cardinal Justinian
Serédy, Prince Primate of Hungary, were to
greet the Cardinal Legate on his arrival at 4.10
p. m.

By this time not only the stands and benches of
Heroes Square had been filled by the vast throngs
of pilgrims gathered for the opening of the Con=
gress, but also the seats provided behind the
Altar on the drained floor of the Town Park
lake had been filled to overflowing by the hund=
reds of thousands of pious Catholics arrived for
the ceremony. In front of the Altar the first
rows of benches were occupied by the various
foreign and Hungarian female Monastic Orders.
On the giant stand in front of the Museum of
Fine Arts the highest dignitaries of the State,
Prime Minister M. de Imrédy with the members
of the government, the Presidents and Vice=
presidents of both Houses of Parliament, the
Guardians of the Holy Crown, the Heads of the
Government Departments, the members of the
Diplomatic Corps, as well as the Generals of the
Army had taken their place. On the stand oppo=
site, the Lord Mayor and the Mayors of Buda=
pest, the City Magistrates and Burgesses, and
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the members of the City Corporation with their
families had been provided with seats. At the
entrance to the square to the right of the Main
Stand a military Guard of Honour was drawn
up with its band, while to the right and left of
the steps leading up to the box of the Regent of
Hungary a detachment of Life Guardsmen stood
on watch.

Shortly before half past four Field Marshall
the Archduke Joseph arrived with the Arch=
duchess Augusta, and after having been greeted
by the notabilities present, they took their seats
in the front row of the stand. Punctually on the
stroke of 4.30 a bugle call announced the arrival
of H. S. H. Admiral Horthy, Regent of Hungary,
whose motorcar then drew up at the entrance
to Heroes Square. While the Regent was in=
specting the Guard of Honour, H. S. H. Madame
de Horthy was being greeted by Count Paul
Teleky, Minister of Public Education, and the
Rt. Rev. Dr. Julius Glattfelder, Bishop of Csanad,
and led to the seat reserved for her. The band
placed first the Hungarian National Anthem
and then the Papal Anthem. A peal of bells was
then rung from the belfry specially errected on
Heroes Square for the Congress. This peal
announced the official opening of the Congress.

The Clergy arrives.

During this time all the members of the
Clergy had gathered on the Széchényi Island,
put on their vestments, and formed into a pro=
cession which now slowly wended its way towards
the Main Altar. In nearly endless rows came the
Pupils of the Theological College, the Priests,
the Abbots, Prelates, Bishops and Cardinals from
all the parts of the world in Choir Dress, over
the bridge and onto the Main Square. Following
them came the Cardinal Legate, on whose
appearance the waiting crowds all rose to their
feet and warmly acclaimed him. The Envoy of
Pope Pius XI. smilingly accepted this ovation,
and gave his blessing to the crowds. The pro-=
cession of the Clergy slowly passed in front of
the Main Stand and turning at the Tomb of the
Unknown Solder proceeded towards the Main
Altar, below and on both sides of which seats
had been reserved for the Clergy. Slowly all the
priests took their places, the Bishops, Archbis=
hops, and Cardinals on the Main Altar itself,
while Cardinal Pacelli occupied his throne high
above the worshipping masses.

s A



The Papal Bull.

After the singing of the Gregorian Choral
«Veni Creator Spiritus» Bishop Meszlényi read
out aloud the Papal Bull by which His Holiness
Pope Pius XI. appointed His Secretary of State,
Cardinal Pacelli to be His Legate and Represen=
tative at the XXXIV. International Eucharistic
Congress. The whole of the people remained
standing while the Bull was rad.

The speech of the Prince Primate.

Cardinal Serédi now rose and addressed the
Congress first in Latin and then in Hungarian.
In Latin he said:

— «From the height of this Altar erected in
honour of the Most Blessed Sacrament of the
Altar, in one happy glance | can embrace the
whole of the Church of Christ and, represented
by you, the whole of mankind.

— In the person of His Eminence the Cardinal
Legate we honour the representative of the Head
of the Church. We welcome here all the most
excellent Cardinals, Archbishops, Bishops, lower
clergy and faithful, gathered together to offer
homage to the Most Blessed Eucharist. Also all
those who, though prevented for one reason or
another from personally attending at Budapest,
are yet spiritually with us. He too is with us,
in Whose honour we have met and to Whom we
pray, Christ the King, invisible yet real Head
of our Church, our King and our Lawgiver,
eternally present, hidden, truly and actually
present in the Bread of the Sacrament, which
we worship.

— Beloved brethren, we also see fulfilled the
words of the Lord which He Himself said through
the Prophet Aggeus concerning His only born
Son, and the second temple in Jerusalem, which
is the spiritual picture of the Church: «And
I will move all nations: and the desired of all
nations shall come; and I will fill this house with
glory, ‘saith the Lord of hosts...» The Lord
has therefore moved all the nations so that they,
disregarding expense and fatigue, should come
as pious pilgrims to pray to the King of the
Eucharist in this City of Budapest, capital of
Hungary. Where shortly He, long expected and
wished for,‘will appear and, averting all evil, hate
and envy will create a new peace for mankind.

— When we continue our pilgrim way along this
vale of tears, we can approach only from afar
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the bliss of Christ, which we will come to know
fully only in the other world. But the bonds of
human love are the realization of the wish of
Christ our God, that we should all be one. For
it is this love which unites man to man, class to
class and nation to nation, so that the whole of
mankind live under the Rule of Christ the King
a life of peace and quiet on this earth.

— So that true peace be at last achieved, in
which the evil and unjust have no part, but
which is reserved for the faithful and the true;
so that the bonds of love which unite us to Christ
and to one another be duly deepened; that lastly
we should atone for all the sins and crimes
committed on the face of the world against
Christ of the Eucharist that is why we have come
here together, and that is for what the whole
of the Catholic world prays with us. Oh! if only
after this united and common prayer here, the
whole of humanity would take unto itself the
words of Christ: «Arise, arise, gather up thy
strength, shake off the dust, gird up thy loins,
for see, I, who spoke, am here!» Oh! if all of us
could be converted and live under the eternal
presence of Christ. Oh! that all of us should live
under the rule of Christ. Oh! that all of us should
understand that there is no salvation in anybody
except Him.

— In the name and the love of Him who is
present among us in the guise of the Most
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, | therefore
welcome His Eminence the Papal Legate, the
Cardinals, the regular and the secular clergy,
and all our Catholic brethren, here present as
well as all those who are absent, to whatsoever
nation they may belong, as long as they are
spiritually with us. In the name of our love
for Jesus Christ, our Lord, I beg all of them that
we Catholics, in our faith, hope, love, in our
prayers and actions, always and everywhere be
united, so that bound by the bonds o¢f love to
each other and to Christ the King, we may at
last regenerate the world.» ;

Cardinal Seredi then continued in Hungarian:

— «My dear flock in Christ, beloved Hunga=
rian brethren! 2

— As your supreme pastor | greet you with
inexpressible spiritual joy, as Hungarian | wel=
come you with true brotherly love, all of you
whom our Lord Christ, present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, and Hungarian
brotherly love, have called together here in this
our Capital.
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— Brethren! Ever since our land exists, and
ever since Budapest was built, there has never
been so great, so universal, so blessed a gathering
as the present when the Eucharistic Lord has
stopped for a few days here in His triumphant
march through the world; when here have met
the Catholics of the whole world, and when our
Hungarian brethren have come not only from
all over Europe, but even from Overseas to make
our joy complete. :

— For a whole year, we the faithful of this land,
have been undergoing spiritual preparation so
as to be meet to greet Christ here on His trium=
phal march; so that freed of sin we might be
worthy to participate, together with you, therein,
and so that fed with the Sacred Body of Christ,
our love for God and our neighbours should
flame within us, for we know that it is only
through the practice of this double love that we
can attain our worldly and heavenly aims.

— We, the remaining Hungarians, owing to the
unkind blows of fate, are but weak and poor.
Yet with St. Alphonse we believe that if we
really love God, we are stonger and richer than
if, in the middle of power and prosperity we had
forgotten Him. For ¢oo years we have waged
a desperate fight for the Word of God, therefore
with humble belief we trust that God will not
let us be destroyed.

— But, beloved Brethren, if we really love our
God, we must also love our fellow=men, both
individually and ' collectively be it question of
different classes or nations, for, being all children
of the same Heavenly Father, we are brothers
to them all.

— But with special love we must love all those
who belong to the same Holy Mother Church,
who profess the same faith, who partake of the
same Communion, who acknowledge the autho=
rity of the same Sovereign Pontiff.

— Oh Lord, how different would be the fate
of the world if the whole of humanity, or at least
all the Catholics, would also recognise in practice
our Heavenly Father, would also see their
brothers in the rest of the human race. If they
would really love each other. How different
would be the fate of humanity, created for
happiness and therefore ever seeking happiness,
if the solidarity of all the Catholics of the world
could really be achieved. Let nobody misun=
derstand me! When | speak of the solidarity of
the Catholics of the earth, | think of no wordlly
power, but only that this solidarity would streng=
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then in the whole world the kingdom of Christ,
which is in this world, but not of this world, and
whose subjects, ruled according to the laws of
Christ, would surely enjoy their salvation in
this and the next world. And though it seems that
nowadays we are ever drawing away from this
kingdom which can alone assure the happiness
of mankind, we must yet never lose hope, for
there is a God above us: Divine Providence still
watches over the fate of humanity and Hungary,
and forgives the many for the heavy yoke born
by the few and, for the zeal of their ancestors,
will help the scattered sons of Hungary.

— Brethren! With this particular intention le!
us pray the Eucharistic Jesus who now from
Budapest distributes his gifts with especial
profusion. Let us Hungarians pray “with parti=
cular zeal and faith. But let us not ask Christ
that He should do what we want, but that we
should do what He wantsh

After the speech of Cardinal Serédi, M. B.
Homan, former Minister of Public Education
made a speech of welcome in the name of the
Royal Hungarian Goverment addressed to the
Cardinal Legate and all the Participants of the
Congress. He pointed out the great contrast
which now exists between materialism and spiri=
tuality, between the hedonistic and Christian
culture and thought, and welcomed the Congress
as a victory of the spirit and the God=fearing
Christian soul over the powers of darkness.

The whole of Hungarian Catholicism, and
particularly its leaders, have felt honoured by
the distinction conferred on their land by His
Holiness the Pope, appointing Hungary to be
the scene of the XXXIV. International Eucha=
ristic Congress, and pleased at the fact that this
coincides with the national St. Stephen Commes=
morative Year, thus affording a new proof of
the Christian ideals of the Hungarian State
participatingintheconcert of European nations,and
of the reality of the conceptions of St. Stephen.

The Royal Hungarian Government, fully
aware of the value of the honour conferred,
welcomes most warmly and with true Magyar
hospitality the International Eucharistic Congress
to the Capital of Hungary.

The speech of Bishop Heylen.

The next speaker was the Rt. Rev. T. Heylen,
Bishop of Namur, President of the Permanent
Committee of the International Eucharistic Con=
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gresses who in a Latin speech expressed the dogma
of the Catholic Church that the Body and Blood
of Christ are actually, truly and factually present
in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, as
is proved by the writers of the Old and New
Testaments. He closed his speech by saying that
this was the Body of the Christ who until the end
of all time will conquer, rule and reign.

The Cardinal Legate then rose to speak, but
before beginning his French speech, he addressed
a few words in Hungarian to the public, which
were received with the greatest feelings of
emotion and satisfaction: «Blessed be the Lord
Jesus! Beloved Hungarian Brethren! As the
Legate of His Holiness the Pope I bring you His
warmest greetings and | am truly glad that our
Holy Father has allowed me the privilege of
coming as His ambassador to youw.

«l am come to your beautiful land full of love
and | pray the Lord that He may bless this
Eucharistic Congress and all those who take
part in it»

«The Grace of God be with ush

«Long live the Eucharistic Congressh

«Long live Hungary!

«Long live Catholic Hungary®

He then continued in French.

— «Returning from a triumphal march which
had carried the light of Christ as far as the antipo=
des, the XXXIV. International Eucharistic Con=
gress once again brings its solemn sessions back to
our old Europe where they originated, in the bosom
of western civilization, daughter of the primitive
Church permeated with the spirit of the Scriptu=
res, and which wears as a noble coat of arms the
indelible imprint of the Cross of Jesus Christ.
Humble, silent people, strong only in the faith of
the Eucharist were the first to propagate the idea
of such congresses, and succeeded in spreading
their faith through the world, notwithstanding
the original difficulties. Now this idea will never
suffer an eclipse, year by year this festival will
be kept and will defuse its rays of grace all over
the world.

— For thi s return to Europe Budapest, the Capi=
tal of Hungary, was the happy chosen. Who ever
fully understands the providential signification of
this choice must bow with respect and confidence
in these hours of trouble and danger in which
we live, before the elogquent evocation of those
pages of history which the Hungarians, rampart
of western civiliziation, have written in with their
own blood. Heroic and glorious history that the
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Citadel of Buda, dominating the place where we
now stand, sings as a hymn of awakening enthu=
siasm and brotherly rally. It is there that thanks
to the invincible courage of the Hungarian armies
in the defence of Christian civilization the inva=
ding forces of the infidels broke; it is there that
the proud Crescent had to retreat, vanquished by
the Cross of Christ the Redeemer, of this Christ
to whose Mother He Who first wore the Holy
Crown of Saint Steven consecrated for all time
his country and his people. No brethren, it is not
only to accomplish the ritualistic gesture inherited
from ancient tradition, but to obey a spontaneous
movement of my heart that I, as Legate of the
Sovereign Pontiff Pius X1., bow with deep feeling
before the sacred symbol which has come from
the very centre of Christianity, received from the
hands of Pope Sylvester 11. by the Hungarian na=
tion and venerated by it with so much love. To
this country and to this people of whom we have
the honour and the joy to be the guests in these
magnificent days, goes out from the bottom of my
soul my first and cordial greeting.

- At the same time as | greet this country and
this people | address the expression of my war=
mest gratitude to all those who have brought to
this Congress the assistance of their beneficience,
of their protection, their favour, collaboration and
their sympathy. First of all to H. S. H. the Regent
of the Kingdom of Hungary and his illustrious
Consort and with him to the members of the Royal
Government; to the most eminent members of
the Sacred College who have deigned to honour
and enhance with the splendour of their purple
the solemnity of these days and first of all to H.
Em. the Cardinal Primate who, united with his
brethren of the Episcopate, and seconded by the
zeal of his clergy, has prepared, at the price of an
indefatigable apostolic labour, the souls of the
Catholics of Hungary for these days of grace; to
H. E. Mgr. the Apostolic Nonce; to T. G. the
Bishops of various rituals who, from all the parts
of the world, have come for this visit «ad limina
Eucharistica». But among them special homage
is due by right to the venerable President of the
International Committee Mgr. Heylen, Bishop of
Namur, whose Eucharistic Apostolate finds here a
harvest ready for the sicle, due recompense for
his zeal and his efforts.

— And while my glance embraces this innume=
rable throng of the faithful come from all the
points of the compass to live together in holy and
brotherly harmony these hours which remind us
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by their joys, of the ineffable hours of Thabor,
my greetings, together with my blessings, spread
forth far beyond this Heroes Square to all the lands
and all the peoples to=day so worthily represented
here on the banks of the Danube by the members
of this imposing assembly. In conformity with the
intention of the Sovereign Pontiff the August
Master who sends me here, 1 lift for everybody to
heaven this ardent prayer: that from this Altar
and from the Sacrifice which is accomplished
thereon, that from the Heart of Jesus should
flow, together with the Divine Blood, the waters
of grace of which all the peoples who thirst for
peace and truth in the middle of their laborious
and often tragic struggles, may draw in the joy
of the fountains of the Saviour those supernatu=
ral energies without which all human efforts re=
main sterile.

— When looking at the world today, one should
ask oneself if the splendour of these festivities is
quite as it should he, if they suit these present
hours. Only purely superficial people could hows=
ever doubt, those who beyond the splendour of
the public manifestations, do not suspect the deep
meaning of these days, nor can understand their
essential aim. For their sublime and providen=
tial mission is to awake in the hearts of those who
participate therein the spirit which creates the
heroes to save the world of today and the human
race, to defend the Church and Christian civili=
zation against the leaders of religious negation
and of social revolution by opposing them, as did
Hungary of the XVII™ century «acies ordinata»,
a united front resolved that no force should break
it, and no ruse outflank it.

— Face to face with us is drawn up the lugu=
brious array of the militant godless, shaking the
clenched fist of the Antichrist against everything
that we hold most sacred. Face to face with us
spreads the army of those who would like to make
all the peoples of the earth and each individual
human being believe that they can only find pros=
perity by receding from the Gospel of Christ and
that the happiness and greatness of society, as of
individuals can but grow dim in the shadow of the
Cross. And face to face with us is the amorphous
mass of those who, though not the enemies of
God, yet help those who are against Him. And
also we see the bloody Stations that the Church
has to make now on the Via Dolorosa.

And seeing this drama, our Faith calls arres=
tingly to all combattants. And nowhere can this
call sound more effectively than at this meeting
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in honour of the incarnated Word. He who has
bowed before this Mystery, can truly say that he
has passed all the stages of Christian Faith. The
Mystery of the Faith has won, its enemies are
overthrown, their great ambitions turned to dust
and ashes. Itis the Eucharistic Jesus who is the vic=
tor, and with Him will conquer all those who do not
allow themselves to be shaken in these troubled
times by the godless and the unfaithful. Without
any bitterness, nor hate for those who want to
harm us, we join to our Credo the brotherly prayer
that Christ enlighten the hearts of all the erring.
If our faith has a mystery, which obliges all
Christians even to die for it, it is the Holy Eucha=
rist. On the day of the Last Supper a new Law,
a new Spirit, a new Ideal, rose over the world.
All the flowers of Virtue, of Holy Justice, of Vir=
ginal Purity, of Courageous Faith, of Heroic Mar=
tyrdom have blossomed under the warm sun of
the Love which in this Sacrament of Charity
reaches the apogee of its creative power and sancti=
fying virtue. But wherever sin or indifference
had wormed their way among the sons of the
Church, these bands of Love were broken.

— The Cardinal Legate then spoke of the glo=
rious Saints Hungary had given to the Church, of St.
Stephen, first King of Hungary, of his son, Saint
Emerich pupil of St. Gerard, of the Blessed Mar=
garet of the House of Arpad, smiling companion
and sister of holy poverty, of St. Elizabeth glory
equally of Hungary and Germany, from her early
years devoted to the Spirit of the Eucharist, who
was able through its glory to attain the height of
sanctity and is now the «dear Saint» venerated
by both countries, over which she seems to lean
as a messenger of hope and peace. With what joy
he supported the pious hope of the Diocese of
Szekesfehervar to achieve the sanctification of
that servant of the Eucharistic God, Mary Mar=
garet Bogner.

— The magnificent homage which the Catholic
world is now paying the God of the Eucharist has,
apart from its character of a public profession of
our faith, the high mission to confirm in the heart
of all those who pretend to be true disciples of
Jesus Christ, the consciousness of the harmony
which must exist between the Eucharistic Credo
and the life they lead. May the almighty Grace
of God cause to grow and ripen as a most precious
fruit of this World Eucharistic Congress such a
decision in all the faithful here met on the hospi=
table soil of Hungary at the foot of the Throne
of the King of the Eucharist.
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— A slow but long=continued work of disinte=
gration has insensibly separated intellectual and
moral life from the faith in God and in Christ,
unshakable rock on which it was originally founded.
Drunk with the pride of a purely extraneous pro=
gress, the intellectuals of the day have deta=
ched education from the foundation that God
has given it, and we contemplate with horror the
term of this evolution, the fruit of this progress
and this education : instead of the proud humanity,
conscious and free which has been promised us,
we see nothing but people filled with hate and
detestation of each other. Can we be surprised
to see in such a world suspicion rule between
class and class, between man and man, between
nation and nation, between people and people,
suspicion that has arrived at such a degree that
its brutal force threatens every moment to cause
a catastrophe? Is not this race in armaments an
object of pitiless horror and aversion for every
thinking human being, this race which under the
nightmare of this universal suspicion has become
the predominant occupation of mankind in the
XX century, equipped for new conflicts of which
the destructive fury would surpass in savagery
everthing which the past has known. In face of
the violent upheaval which the pioneers of atheistic
communism are trying to spread through the
world, it is the right, it is the duty, of the threa=
tened nations to oppose it for their own sake, and
not to allow the destroyers of Christian society to
carry into other nations their incendiary torches
of revolution and class war. On the other hand
no illusion could be more pitiful, nor in the long
run more dangerous, than to try in this reaction
to do without the spiritual strength which the
faith in God and Christ gives the individual and
society. Nothing can be more deplorable than,
just at the moment when this monster is trying
to spread its tentacles over Europe and the rest
of the world, to weaken the forces of resistence
of the Christian front by forcibly taking away
from the Church its mission of educating the
young in that spirit of heroic fidelity to Christ
which alone can give the victory over such a
determined enemy.

—- For years now the Head of the Church has
not ceased to raise his august voice to denounce
in most moving terms the imminent danger, dicta=
ted' by his paternal love and his solicitude of
Universal Pastor. Millions and millions have
hearkened to these words of warning, but in how
many more cases has it fallen on deaf ears! But
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what troubles our Holy Father, Pope Pius X1, now
gloriously reigning, and what mostly afflicts his
heart of our Common Father, is to have experien=
ced on several painful occasions that his words
dictated exclusively by love and solicitude have
been received like the warnings and exhortations
of the prophets of God in the days of yore, so that
he has exlaimed in the words of Saint Augustine:
«Domine scis quia dixi, scis quia non tacui, scis
quo animo dixi, scis quia flecvi tibi, cum dicerem
et non audirer. _

We cannot praise too highly the superhuman
efforts of those statesmen who, trying to reduce
through education or compulsion the bad in=
stincts tending to destroy social peace, put in
practice different means according to the tempera=
ment of the various peoples and the character of
their institutions which seem most apt to bring
to an end the open or latent war in which humanity
is being used up. It is only just to render homage
to their goodwill, to the straightness and nobility
of their intentions, to the energy with which they
pursue their hard task. Nevertheless it is the con=
viction of every observer who looks a little closely
into things that neither the mightiest organiza=
tion, nor the strictest education imposed by the
temporal authorities will ever alone attain the
necessary deep reform of feelings. Yet, without
this reform of feelings the most perfect institu=
tions of social peace will never be anything but
a machine without a soul, and therefore devoid
of life and fruitfulness.

— The Divine Redeemer Who at the Last Sup=
per propounded the new precept of brotherly love,
presides at this moment at the solemn opening
of our Congress as King and Centre of all hearts.
His love animates this immense meeting, His
Words outline the programme of our Congress.

— Qutside, in the East and in the West, the
cannon thunder, the graves are being ever filled
with new victims of the war; indiscribable suf=
ferings mark with tears and blood the way by
which the spirit of discord and violence has
passed. But we, conscious of our weakness, strong
in the 